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friends, Thomas and Dow, tlie next day, in a long epistle,1 in which, although treating the affair jocosely, and alarmed for its possible effects on Clarice's mind, he expresses his regret and sends liis apologies, with many words of gratitude for the attention shown him. Ho remarks incidentally, "I wonld be glad, too, if you would take an opportunity of saying to Mr, Rob Tyler that if he can look over matters and give me the Inspectorship, I will join the Washingtonians forthwith;" hut he seems to have made up his mind that his hopes of office were vain.
That Clarke was not implacably offended by this episode, which Poe accounted for as an attack of illness which had unduly alarmed Dow, appears from the following letter to Lowell, in. which the project of the " Stylus " is announced to him. The "Pioneer" had already met its fate, and Lowell was himself ill with ophthalmia,
PHILADELPHIA, Marck 27, 43. MY DEAR FBIEND,
I have just received youra of the 2<tth and am deeply grieved, first that you should have been so unfortunate, and, seeondly, that you should have thought it necessary to offer mo any apology for your misfortunes. As for the few dollars you owe mo — give yourself not one moment's concern about tliein. I am poor, hut must be very much poorer, indeed, Syhon I even think of demanding them.
1 Poo to Thomas and Dow, Mnrcli 16,1843,    MS. copy.....        i Poe to Clarke.    Gill, p. 120'.
